
Community Grants 2025



• Part 1: Grant overview
• Timeline, Guidelines, Process
• Grant funding opportunities:

• Community Project Grants
• Environment Grants
• Event Grants

• Part 2: 1:1 sessions

What we will cover today



Part 1: Grant Overview



• Opens: 5 February
• Closes: 21 March 

• Read the Community 
Grant Guidelines 2025

Grant 2025/2026

Grant Overview



• Applications to be submitted online via 
SmartyGrants

https://canadabay.smartygrants.com.au/

• Funding to be approved by Council 
May/June 2025

• If successful, need to sign and complete 
funding agreement

• Council to deposit funds into 
nominated account

• Acquittals to be submitted within 12 
months of awarding the grant

Timeline

Grant Overview

https://canadabay.smartygrants.com.au/


Community Project Grants



Community Priorities

Community Project Grants



Grant type and Eligibility
Not-for-Profit
Incorporated Organisations
Unincorporated Organisations - 

but must be supported by an 
incorporated organisation 
(auspice)
Acquitted previous funding

Sole trader, for profit 
businesses/activities
Political parties
Schools (including P&C activities 

that benefit a particular school) & 
tertiary institutions
Government organisations
Organisations with an outstanding 

debt to Council
Community Project Grants



What are we looking for?

Community Project Grants



Community Project Grants



Projects

Community Project Grants

A project:
• Is something you will do over 12 

months that has a community 
benefit.

• Not part of core business – a 
new initiative

Projects that:
• Are free or low cost for participants
• Promote volunteering and building 

connections
• Create intergenerational 

opportunities and knowledge 
sharing

• Address an identified community 
need

Festival to 
celebrate 
diversity and 
raise awareness 
for people living 
with disability

Venue hire for 
seniors to 
rehearse dancing 
and singing 
performances in 
community events

Support for 
local arts and 
craft groups to 
build social 
connections 
and share 
knowledge 

Previously funded projects:



Value for Money (Budget)

Community Project Grants

• How much you need for 
your project? Work 
forwards.

• Step 1: Expenditure 
(using grant money)

• Step 2: Other 
Expenditure (Not using 
grant money)



Engaging the Community & Outcomes

Community Project Grants

Community Engagement
• How will you promote your project?
• How will you increase participation?

Outcomes
• How will the project benefit the 

community?
• How will you measure the success of 

your project?



Event Grants



PURPOSE: SUPPORT COMMUNITY-FOCUSED EVENTS THAT 
ENERGIZE PUBLIC SPACES, FOSTER CONNECTIONS, AND 
CELEBRATE THE DIVERSE CULTURE WITHIN THE CITY OF 

CANADA BAY.

GOAL: CREATE VIBRANT, INCLUSIVE EXPERIENCES THAT BRING 
PEOPLE TOGETHER AND SHOWCASE THE UNIQUE CHARACTER 

OF THE AREA.

Purpose: 
• Support community-focused 

events that energize public 
spaces, foster connections, and 
celebrate the diverse culture 
within the City of Canada Bay.

Goal: 
• Create vibrant, inclusive 

experiences that bring people 
together and showcase the 
unique character of the area.

Event Grants



Likely over 1,000 attendees.

Held outdoors in a large 
open space

Targets broader community

Involves significant 
infrastructure

Partners with orgs & 
businesses which financially 
contributes to event.

Event Types

Event Grants

SMALL 
EVENT

FUNDING UP 
TO $2,500

MEDIUM 
EVENT

FUNDING UP 
TO $7,500

MAJOR 
EVENT*

FUNDING UP 
TO $15,000 
(Matched 
Contribution)

*Note:
• Must demonstrate matched funding or contribution such as hire of equipment, advertising & promotion, staging related expenses. 
• Volunteer hours & performance fees cannot be included as an in-kind expense in this category.

Likely 500 or less 
attendees

Held indoors or in 
a small outdoor 
area

Targets specific 
demographic/part 
of the community

Likely 1,000 or 
less attendees.

Held outdoors in 
an open space.

Targets a major 
section of the 
community.



Event Grants: Council Documents

Event Grants

Community Strategic Plan Our Creative City Our City After 5

Projects must align with the outcomes identified in the following



Event Grants:
Community Priorities & Grant Criteria

Community Priorities
Funded events should:

Activate public spaces and foster community connection.
Celebrate diversity and local culture.
Be accessible, inclusive, and sustainable.
 Support local businesses, artists, and groups.

What We Are Looking For
 Clear event objectives and community benefits. 
 Strong planning, risk management, and budgeting. 
 Collaboration with local businesses or groups. 
 Long-term positive impact on the community. 

Event Grants



Event Grants:
Community Priorities & Grant Criteria

Event Grants

Eligible Events
Free community events.
Festivals, cultural celebrations, and public performances.
Environmental, health, and wellbeing initiatives.
Family-friendly and youth-focused events.

Ineligible Events
 Private functions, fundraisers, or political events.
Events held outside the City of Canada Bay.
Ongoing operational costs or staff wages.
Projects with minimal community impact.



Event Grants

Event Grants



Event Grants: Assessment Criteria

Event Grants



Example Projects

Event Grants

Lunar New Year
Rhodes Mid-Autum Festival 

/ Moon Festival
Movies Under the Stars

Drummoyne Twilight 
Makers Market

Christmas on Majors 
Bay Road St Patrick's Parish 

Christmas Festival



Tips for applying
 Start Early: Read the guidelines and plan your event details in advance.

 Be Specific: Clearly explain your event’s purpose, audience, and expected 
outcomes.

 Budget Wisely: Provide accurate quotes and justify expenses.

 Demonstrate Impact: Show how your event aligns with community priorities.

 Ensure Compliance: Secure required permits, insurance, and risk 
assessments.

 Apply Online: Submit via SmartyGrants before the deadline.

 Ask for Help: Contact the Place & Events Team with any questions.

Event Grants



Environment Grants



Community Priorities





Environmental Grants

• Schools
• Local incorporated not-for profit 

organisations. E.g.
oCommunity Groups
o School P&C groups
oCommunity-based early learning 

centres
oConservation groups

• Unincorporated community 
groups

Only if sponsored by an incorporated 
organisation to support your group application.

• State Government Org.
• Political parties
• For profit organisations
• Applicants with outstanding debts
• Applicants with outstanding grant 

acquittals from previous Council 
grant funding

Eligible Applicants Ineligible Applicants



Application and Selection Process





Part 2: 1:1 Specific Questions



Have further questions or want to discuss 
your ideas?

• Community Development Grant
• Event Grant
• Environmental Grant
• Help with SmartyGrants

Question and Answer Session



More help and Resources

• 4 Steps to writing a grant application - Canada Bay Council 
https://www.canadabay.nsw.gov.au/community/get-
involved/community-funding 

• Answers Bank Example answers - The Funding Centre 
https://explore.fundingcentre.com.au/help-sheets/answersbank 

Provides sample answers to help you frame your thinking when presented 
with questions on a grant application form that you are not sure how to 
answer. Answers should be adapted to your own organisation and project.

• How to apply through SmartyGrants- A guide for applicants 
https://applicanthelp.smartygrants.com.au/help-guide-for-
applicants/ 

https://www.canadabay.nsw.gov.au/community/get-involved/community-funding
https://www.canadabay.nsw.gov.au/community/get-involved/community-funding
https://explore.fundingcentre.com.au/help-sheets/answersbank
https://applicanthelp.smartygrants.com.au/help-guide-for-applicants/
https://applicanthelp.smartygrants.com.au/help-guide-for-applicants/


Answer Bank - Example

Describe your project:
The 'Save the Rainbow Spotted Wallaby Project' 
is a community conservation project aimed at 
preserving areas of bushland which are the 
natural home to this endangered species. 

Many farms have areas of bushland which need 
to be preserved to conserve the Rainbow 
Spotted Wallaby habitat. This requires fencing 
off the land area to prevent livestock infringing 
on and destroying the habitat. Unfortunately it 
is costly to fence off areas of land and many 
landholders cannot afford to do this. 

The Save the Rainbow Spotted Wallaby Project 
also tags and monitors the remaining wallabies. 
Funding is required to continue this critical 
conservation project.

What: 
• conservation project
• preserve areas of bushland
• conserve habitat
• tag and monitor wallabies
Who:
• Rainbow Spotted Wallaby
• Landholders
Where:
• Farms with bushland
How:
• Fencing off land to prevent 

livestock infringing on 
habitat
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